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SBP race narrows to two

A&E

Rx from Dr. Horrible
“It’s always a great thing when a
director looks at you and says,
`Even cheesier.’”

Jordan Bolte,
Mike Henry
pass primary
election

Bolte and Henry both said

By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

WORLD

Adoption Challenges
“The process of choosing kids
can be heartbreaking. Sometimes, the family is only allowed
two hours with a child.”

OPINIONS

Fast times at Lenten High
“Why fast, why not be as full of
life as possible?”

IN BRIEF
Annual Health Fair

Students, faculty, staff and retirees are invited to the annual TU
Health Fair Tuesday, March 10 in
the Dining Commons, sponsored
by the Wellness Committee.
The fair will include booths providing a variety of health information ... and prize drawings every
half hour!

Cross Cultural Workshop

Mu Kappa, American Ethnic
Student Programs, International
Students Society and MESA
are working together to bring to
Taylor a cross cultural relationship workshop.
The event will be held in Mitchell Theater on Saturday, March
14, from 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

New concentrations

Taylor’s music and history departments have each approved
a new concentration: Church
Music Ministries and Peace,
Justice, and Reconcilliation.
The new music concentration
will teach the skills required to
lead a congregation in worship,
as well as the technical aspects
of music ministry.
For more information, contact
Music Department Chair Albert
Harrison (x 85259).
Peace, Justice, and Reconcilliation, an International Studies concentration, will include
courses in psychology, sociology, religion and history.
For more information, contact
Professor Scott Moeschberger
(x 85373) or Professor Alan Winquist (x 85302).

The primary elections for
Student Body President (SBP)
are over, and remaining candidates Jordan Bolte and Mike
Henry are picking up speed.
On the evening of Monday,
Feb. 23, Bolte, Henry and former candidates Nate Ringenberg and Samuel Sanchez took
the Union stage to deﬁne and
defend their platforms.
Chief of Staff Natasha Menon
and VP for Finance Rhona Murungi moderated the debate.
“I think both of them have
great platforms,” Menon said.
“There are a lot of underlying
similarities.”
“The debates were very informative,” said sophomore Julie
Hogan, who said hearing the
candidates’ speeches helped
her cast her vote. “Community is an important issue. We
should ﬁnd ways to enhance it,
because that’s what Taylor’s all
about.”

they felt the debate went well.
“I’ve thought
at length about
the majority of
questions that
they asked me,”
Bolte said. “I
think I gave deﬁnitive answers
and represented myself well.”
Bolte
focused mostly
on
strengthening campus
community by
re-evaluating
campus
programming and
unifying program leadership.
Menon
believes
this
focus to be
one of Bolte’s
campaign
strengths.
“I think that
one of (Bolte’s)
big strengths
is that he’s already been able
to touch base
with the administrators,”
Menon said. “I
think he has an
understanding

One killed,
20 injured
near Middle
East Studies
Program, Egypt
By Mary K Smith
Contributor

On Saturday, Feb. 21, after
the fourth call to prayer, I waited impatiently for friends outside the renowned al-Hussein
mosque, taking in the familiar
sights and smells of Cairo’s
Khan al-Khalili market.
The next day, after the fourth
call to prayer, a bomb explod-

ed just outside the al-Hussein
mosque, rocking Khan alKhalili, a prominent location in
Cairo’s tourist district.
The blast killed a 17-year-old
French girl and injured more
than 20, including over a dozen
French tourists, four Germans
and three Egyptians.
Egyptian police are detaining
three suspects for questioning,
although no group has assumed
responsibility for the incident.
The Khan al-Khalili is two
miles from the Middle East
Studies Program (MESP) in
Agouza where juniors Kate
Baus, Rachel Brown, Meghan
Bryant, Krista Hanson and I
live.

PARTLY CLOUDY

Midnight Polls open

TUESDAY
Midnight Polls closed

Winner
announced
Wednesday
morning

CAIRO
O
April 2006- Bombing at Red
Sea kills 26.
April 2005- Al-Khalili bazaar
bomb kills three.
July 2005- 88 people die in
bomb attacks on the Red
Sea.
March 2005- Hungarian couple stabbed while kissing.

World on page 3

“Making Literature” gives perspective

AM SHOWERS

SUNDAY
30˚/15˚

MONDAY
10 p.m. Final Debate
in the Union

Students not far from Cairo bombings

WEEKENDWEATHER

MOSTLY CLOUDY

promoting their platforms and
interacting with the student
body.
“Taylor is the way it is because students care and faculty
care ... It’s created a really good,
strong,
d y namic
comm u nity,”
Bolte
said.
“Me,
Mike
and the
other
candidates
a r e
products of
Taylor
a n d
c a r e
about
Taylor – it

SBP on page 2

TODAY
39˚/ 21˚

SATURDAY
31˚/17˚

of how programs are run.”
According to his Facebook
group, Bolte’s platform also
encompasses unity on campus, corporate spirituality and
broadening perspectives.
“It’s not just my platform,”
Bolte said. “People that want
this to happen and want to see
good change happen at Taylor
– it’s their platform as well.”
Openness has been a major
theme in Henry’s campaign.
His ideas and concerns are
available on his Web site,
www.mikeshenry.com, a key
element of his platform.
“You should know what’s
happening, and we should
know what your concerns are,”
Henry said at the debate, referring to his campaign slogan of
“You should know. We should
know.”
Henry’s goals are to make
the role of SBP more visible
on campus, via updates on the
Web site, and also to improve
the accessibility and accountability of student government.
“Mike has been really enterprising and has run a really political campaign, in the
sense that he already has his
Web site up,” Menon said. “He
is very professional.”
Bolte and Henry will spend
the rest of the week meeting
with their campaign teams,

Katy Andres

Professor Joe Ricke discusses grad school options at a workshop on Saturday.

English majors
experience the
professional
writing world
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor
On Feb. 19 - 21, Taylor hosted
its second “Making Literature”
conference on literature and
writing.
Students read their own work
to an audience, attended work-

shops and lectures, and received prizes for their writing.
This year’s conference featured some well-known keynote speakers: Greg Wolfe,
founder of Image, the prominent literary and arts quarterly,
and novelist Valerie Sayers, the
director of creative writing at
the University of Notre Dame.
Sayers was a grad school advisor and mentor for English
Professor Joe Ricke’s son Matt,
a connection which brought
her to the conference.
“She did what you really hope
your guests will do — she went

to a lot of sessions and listened
to student work,” Ricke said.
“She mentioned some work
from Taylor that she was really
impressed by.”
It was the second conference of its kind to be hosted at
Taylor; the ﬁrst took place in
January 2007 and consisted of
mostly poetry, said English Department Chair Nancy Dayton.
This year’s contributions were
primarily creative nonﬁction,
with a few poetry and ﬁction
pieces.
Dayton was pleased with the
student work.

“We received some very good
texts,” Dayton said. “I think no
one reads a work better than
the person who wrote it ... You
own it and you perform it.”
Invitations were sent to
schools with strong English
and creative writing programs,
including Houghton, Huntingon, Malone, Gordon, Indiana
Wesleyan and Bethel University.
“There was quite a range of
style, and length, and subject
matter,” Dayton said. “It’s good
for our students to hear other
student work, so that they’re
not just measuring themselves
against the kids they (work)
with every day.
“You think other students’
papers ... would be boring,”
senior Gretchen Hoffman said,
“but fellow students have really
intelligent things to say ... It’s
kind of a nerdy English major
thing, but I love just talking
with people and ﬁnding what
they found in (literature).”
After each reading, listeners had the opportunity to ask
questions, a process Ricke felt
was beneﬁcial for the writers.
“You’ll never become a writer
writing for (your professors.)
I’m your required audience.

I’m paid to read your stuff,”
Ricke said. “You have to go out
there, and it’s somewhat painful to have a lot of people hear
your work.”
For Hoffman, the Q&A sessions were most challenging.
“That was the scary part ...
Rereading it out loud, I’m like,
‘Why did I say it that way?’ And
then the parts that are funny,
you hope people will laugh — of
course Dr. Ricke always laughs,
which is great.”
English Professor Colleen
Warren felt the conference was
a good reﬂection of the professional life many English majors
may take on.
“In our ﬁeld, this is what we
do,” Warren said. “Hopefully,
these are the kind of things
(students) can gain: ... a sense
of where the profession is going, and also where they stand
in reference to their peers.”
Hoffman speciﬁcally enjoyed
connecting with other writers.
“It’s just a conference of our
nerdiness where we get to celebrate it,” Hoffman said. “And
other people acknowledge us
for it and say, ‘Hey, that paper
you wrote? Well done.’ Not
‘Hey, you’re such a nerd — why
do you love papers?’”
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SBP from page 1
Bolte and Henry both said they felt
the debate went well.
“I’ve thought at length about the majority of questions that they asked me,”
Bolte said. “I think I gave deﬁnitive answers and represented myself well.”
Bolte focused mostly on strengthening campus community by re-evaluating campus programming and unifying program leadership.
Menon believes this focus to be one
of Bolte’s campaign strengths.
“I think that one of (Bolte’s) big
strengths is that he’s already been able
to touch base with the administrators,”
Menon said. “I think he has an understanding of how programs are run.”
According to his Facebook group,
Bolte’s platform also encompasses
unity on campus, corporate spirituality and broadening perspectives.
“It’s not just my platform,” Bolte
said. “People that want this to happen
and want to see good change happen at
Taylor – it’s their platform as well.”

Openness has been a major theme
in Henry’s campaign. His ideas and
concerns are available on his Web site,
www.mikeshenry.com, a key element
of his platform.
“You should know what’s happening,
and we should know what your concerns are,” Henry said at the debate,
referring to his campaign slogan of
“You should know. We should know.”
Henry’s goals are to make the role
of SBP more visible on campus, via
updates on the Web site, and also to
improve the accessibility and accountability of student government.
“Mike has been really enterprising
and has run a really political campaign, in the sense that he already has
his Web site up,” Menon said. “He is
very professional.”
Bolte and Henry will spend the rest of
the week meeting with their campaign
teams, promoting their platforms and
interacting with the student body.
“Taylor is the way it is because students care and faculty care ... It’s created a really good, strong, dynamic

community,” Bolte said. “Me, Mike
and the other candidates are products
of Taylor and care about Taylor – it
shows.”
The choice is an important one for
students to engage in, said Associate
Dean and Director of Programs Steve
Austin.
“Every student on campus, will at
some point ... engage with or utilize
our programs, events,” Austin said,
“and those programs, services and
events are developed by people who
the SBP hires.”
“It’s such an honor to be given the
responsibility to vote and have a say in
who your next SBP is, and (students)
should deﬁnitely take advantage of
that,” Menon said. “They should make
their opinions known.”
The ﬁnal debate will take place on
Monday at 10 p.m. in the student
union. Polls will open on Blackboard
at 12 a.m. Monday and remain open
until 12 a.m. Tuesday. Results will be
announced Wednesday morning.

Wednesdays with Brian
By Andrew Neel
Co-Editor in Chief
On Wednesday, Feb. 25, the acclaimed author and speaker Brian
McLaren visited campus. He made
two public appearances: one over
dinner, and one in Rediger chapel in
the evening. Echo Co Editor-in-Chief
Andrew Neel sat down with the controversial ﬁgure that afternoon to
hear why “Everything Must Change.”
Tell me about the title, “Everything Must Change”
In 2004, I was in Burundi with a
gathering of young Christians ... and
we were talking about two different
views of the gospel – one is that the
gospel is primarily about how we can
get our individual souls to heaven after we die, and the other is about how
God’s will can be done on earth as it is
in heaven.

What needs to change on a global scale (beyond just the Rwandan example)?
The ﬁrst English pilgrims ... were
almost all Christians, who came here
for religious reasons. It never crossed
their minds that these lands already
belonged to someone. ... Genocide
is part of our history too. Shortly after (the pilgrims wiped out the native
Americans), we built a huge part of our
economy on the slave trade. A lot of us
know that it was Christians who opposed the slave trade, but it was Christians who defended it for a lot longer.
What I try to do in the book is talk
about ... today’s issues where we really
need to hear Jesus’ message ... to deal
with today’s crises.

One we called the gospel of evacuation. And the other one we called the
gospel of the Kingdom. (Afterward) I
noticed the woman, late 20s, sitting
alone ... with her head on the table.
(She) looked like she might be sick. We
didn’t have a language in common, so I
found someone to translate. I touched
her on the shoulder and said, “Are you
okay?” And she looked up and she had
tears in her face and she said: “I think
I understand the gospel. But if the gospel of the kingdom of God is true, then
everything must change.” That was the
line, and that just stuck with me.
She was Rwandan, and 10 years earlier there had been a genocide there.
800,000 people had been killed ...
Part of what she was saying is: if the
gospel of the earth is only about evacuating this world, it never taught us to
deal with the problems on this earth –
problems like tribalism, racism.
When she realized that if Jesus’ gospel was really the message of the kingdom of God it would ... teach us how
to be reconciled. If that’s true, it would
affect everything in our society.

“I think I understand the gospel.
But if the gospel
of the Kingdom of
God is true, then
everything must
change.”

What is the “suicidal machine”
language you use in reference to
the economic systems in place?
I talk about how we run our global
economy as a suicide machine. In
(“Everything Must Change”) I did a
pretty thorough study of the literature
on global crises, and I tried to compile
the list of global crises and ﬁnd out
what they had in common ... I identiﬁed four root causes. When you identify those root causes, you realize that
unless we change the way we’re running our civilization, these four things
compound on each other.
What are the four root causes
of global crises you identiﬁed?
I talk about the crisis of the planet –
we’re not living in a sustainable way. I
also talk about the crisis of poverty –
the gap between rich and poor is growing greater than it’s ever been. Third,
is the crisis of peace – that when you
have an unstable environment, a big
gap between rich and poor, and you’re
harming everybody with increasingly
dangerous weapons. That’s a recipe for
disaster. And fourth, the crisis of religion, because very often our religious
communities are making the ﬁrst two
problems worse instead of making
them better.
When you look at those four crisis
(environment, poverty, peace and religion) – you realize Jesus had so much
to say about each of those crisis, and
for me it just became a very powerful
thing to realize that if we believe Jesus
is right we’ll address those crisis in a
really creative and constructive way.
How would you deﬁne the
emerging church?
First off, I don’t use the term “emerging church” because I don’t think
there’s a single model that anyone’s
recommending. What I talk about is
the emerging conversation. Because a
conversation doesn’t say we have the
answers. A conversation says we have
problems and we have answers and
we’re talking about them.

Christian Ed Retreat

By Benita Lee
Co-News Editor

“Rain over us” is the theme of the upcoming retreat organized by Christian
education majors.
Christian Education Professor Phil
Collins describes the theme as “the
idea of God’s blessings raining on us,
and we’re responding to who he is.”
Junior Emily Rausch, part of the
planning committee for the retreat,
said the concept came out of the students’ desire to portray two important aspects of faith: for God to reign
in their lives, as well as accepting his
grace that rains on them and the freedom it brings.
The goal for the retreat is to “provide
an environment for the Holy Spirit
to move (in) the retreat participants
through fellowship, worship, prayer
and teaching of the Word, in order
to grow and establish relationships
between God, students and faculty,”
Rausch said.
“It includes community building
within the Christian education major
and minor,” Collins said. “It’s also to

introduce people that are looking at
the major ... and anybody else who
would just like to come along and be a
part of the retreat—they’re more than
welcome to come.”
The retreat will involve games, food,
a time to hang out and get to know the
professors, as well as worship sessions
and times set aside for reﬂection and
meditating upon the Lord.
“We want students to come away
very refreshed,” Rausch said, “so that
their relationship with the Lord will
be strengthened, and they’ll walk away
encouraged.”
“It really is a retreat where they come
back invigorated, and ready to serve
God better and study better,” Collins
said.
“We’ve really been bathing the retreat in prayer and just really seeking
what the Lord wants us to do with this
time,” Rausch said. “We just really
want to leave it up to him to direct the
ﬂow of the retreat.”
Registration is still ongoing at lunch
on Friday in the Dining Commons. The
retreat will be held on March 6-7 and
costs $5 per person.

Get to know TSO!
TSO Budget (2008-’09): $129,132.
Steve Austin Director of Student Programming
Serves as the faculty supervisor and advisor for TSO
Ashley Rubenstein Student Body President
Leads the TSO cabinet, and serves as a representative between
students and administration.
Natasha Menon Chief of Staff
Right hand person of the SBP. Develops teamwork
between the Executive Cabinet and brings them together.
Ruth Moorman Media and Marketing
Promotes TSO events through graphic design, photography,
video, radio and campus publications.
Paul VanDemark Integration of Faith and Culture (IFC)
Brings speakers, ﬁlm and music to encourage discussion and appreciation of the arts on campus
Laura McGrath Global Engagement
Works with Taylor World Outreach (TWO) to bring TSO’s internal
impact to the world. Organizes events for awareness and outreach.
Rhona Murungi Finance Ofﬁce
Maintains budgets and payrolls, advises TSO cabinets on ﬁnancial decisions and presents practical seminars to the campus
community.
Maria Tsuleff Student Senate
Representatives from each dorm discuss student concerns and
new policies
Jessica Brooks Inter-Class Council (ICC)
Works to build community through fellowship and healthy competition in events like Airband and Taylathon.
Elisabeth Duncan Student Activities Council (SAC)
Organizes campus events like Nostalgia Night to build community.
David Downey Student Programs Graduate Assistant
Supervises and advises ICC and Men’s Ministries
Christie Garrett Student Programs Secretary
Serves as support staff for all students and programming
Cathy Weatherspoon Director of leadership development
Supervises the leadership cabinet and the LiT (Leadership Initiative of
Taylor) program.
Nate Antiel Leadership Development
Runs programming for Christian leadership scholars and organizes
the National Student Leadership Conference
Melissa Chambless Director of American Ethnic Student Programs
Supervises all AESP programs, oversees cultural diversity scholars
Carissa Chang Multi-Ethnic Student Association (MESA)
Offers minority students representation, resources, fellowship and
program coordination.
Correction from Last Issue: “The Echo” incorrectly printed tuition numbers for the 2009-2010 year. Correct amout is $25,164.
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Adoption teaches unique lessons
Stringer family
lives out
diversity
By Angela Van Gorp
Contributor
Life at the Stringer household never
lacks diversity of personalities, stories
and, well, color. Junior Jenny Stringer
has four adopted siblings.
The Stringer family adopted Ben and
Stephanie from Cambodia when Jenny
was in ﬁfth grade. Five years later they
adopted Mike and Cia from Haiti. The
diversity of their family means incredible joy, yet it also presents unique challenges.
The process for adopting kids from
countries outside the United States is
complicated, and paperwork can sometimes take years. The adoption process
even varies from country to country.
In Haiti the Stringer family traveled
to an orphanage to choose children to
adopt.
The process of choosing kids can be
heartbreaking. Sometimes, the family
is only allowed two hours with a child.
The other kids at the orphanage all try
to play with the adoptive family and act
needy, so their distinct personalities
cannot really show.
Depending on the country, the kids
can come back to the hotel with the
families. This allows time for the children to reveal their individualities. The
Stringer family would sometimes take
as many as 15 kids back to the hotel to
give the kids a good meal and time to
play in the pool.
In Cambodia Ben and Stephanie were
chosen before the family arrived, which
made the process a lot easier.
It was not a hard choice for the Stringer family to adopt. Their ideology was

that God had given them money, and
they would put it towards more than
just a donation.
“Probably a lot of families could do
more with their money,” Stringer said.
Instead, the family invested in adoption through their time and money — a
costly commitment, but an investment
well made.
Stringer’s parents also have to deal
with many repercussions from adoption. Living in an afﬂuent Chicago suburb means the adopted kids will grow
up in a predominantly white area.
Stringer said her high school is very
white, but her siblings will ﬁnd support in their very diverse church and
elementary and middle school.
To better understand some of the issues her siblings may face, Stringer
enrolled in Taylor’s Ethnic and Minority Issues class. She has been able to
understand the points her professor
makes about racism, especially hidden
racism outside of class.
In many areas, she was not even
aware she was racist. One example is a
certain racism called colorblind racism,
or not acknowledging that someone is a
different color.
When dealing with her siblings,
Stringer knows she has this colorblind
racism towards them. She has learned
it is important to afﬁrm the kids’ heritage and ethnicities so they will know it
is OK to be who they are.
According to Stringer, there is a “‘racism doesn’t exist’ attitude, especially
now with the election of Obama. It
shouldn’t exist, but it does.”
She also says there is a certain stigma
when people adopt kids, that they will
be easily offended or sensitive to the
subject. “They think that it’s a big deal.
I wish things were more open when it
comes to talking about adoption. So I
try to be more intentional about being
open with it.”

If the Stringers would not have adopted children of color, many things would
have been different in Jenny’s life. She
became more open to diversity, aware
of the world, and discovered a passion
for medical missions.
Jenny’s trips to Haiti and Cambodia
were life-changing. She realized the way
she was living was a stark contrast to
the way the rest of the world lives. She

also believes that the epiphany brought
her closer to God.
Jenny believes that God created differently colored people as a way to
show his beauty. “It wasn’t meant to
be something that was separating,”
she said. “It was meant so that all of us
could represent the multidimensional
body of Christ. God is a diverse God. It
is so beautiful.”

Rwandan troops return home
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)- Thousands of
Rwandan troops are making their way back across the
border from the DRC ﬁve weeks after they moved to attack Hutu rebels. It is reported that civilians were also
caught in the cross-ﬁre.
Rebel trio found guilty of war crimes
Sierra Leone- Three rebel commanders have been found
guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity. The
three were involved in Sierra Leone’s 10-year civil war.
Drug cartel crackdown
United States- Federal agents have arrested 755 people
connected to the Mexican drug cartel. The raids are targeting the powerful Sinaloa cartel. During the 21-month
operation, federal agents seized 23 tons of drugs.
Turkish plane crashes
Netherlands- A plane operated by Turkish Airlines crash
landed at Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport on Wednesday.
Nine were killed in the crash and 84 injured.

Lauren Arnold

Junior Jenny Stringer clowns around with her brothers Mike and Cia and
her sister Stephanie.

Cairo, from page 1
Just 24 hours before the explosion,
almost our entire group of 30 attended
an event in this very location, a fact that
sombered many of our reactions.
“I was deﬁnitely struck by how close it
felt to us,” Hanson said. “I realized that
it could have easily been us targeted at
the Khan, had it happened one night
earlier.”
As soon as word of the bombing came
out, staff of the MESP ensured everyone was safe and began taking security
precautions.
“We really saw the way the Lord protected us, particularly in the way all of
our students were easily accounted for,”
Hanson said. “All of the girls were in
one ﬂat, and all of the guys were in one
ﬂat, which rarely happens on a typical
night here.”
The immediate aftermath also proved
to be a time of mixed emotions. “I wanted to grieve for those involved while
still being thankful that it wasn’t us,”
Hanson said.
Following the explosion, MESP Director David Holt instructed us to avoid
common tourist areas in Cairo until
further notice. Holt assured us that
planned trips to other Middle Eastern
countries would not be affected.
Some analysts suggest that the attack
may have been in response to Egypt’s
stance on the recent Gaza crisis. Egypt’s
failure to open the Rafah border to Gaza
has been widely criticized by the Arab
world, according to Al-Jazeera News.
Egyptian authorities have cracked

down on all protests, including arresting a Wheaton alum involved in protests this month.
The attack on Cairo’s tourist district
was likely intentional. Tourism is an essential contributor to Egypt’s economy.
Attacking a tourist area is a direct blow
to the state, especially if this incident is
effective in decreasing tourism.
A BBC News correspondent predicted that Egypt’s security forces would
increase their visibility in response to
Sunday’s explosion. Our group has already seen this prediction realized.
“We quickly saw the evidence of
Egypt’s concern for its tourists, noticing added security on Monday morning,” Brown said.
Brown explained that as the group of
students left their neighborhood, security forces were extra precautious,
taking down taxi license numbers and
phone numbers of each student.
The added security was a preventative
measure. Egypt cannot afford any more
incidents that would deter tourists from
coming here.
However, junior Lizzy Rohland, who
grew up in Egypt, said that in many aspects Cairo is just as safe as the United
States.
“I believe that Cairo is a very safe
place to travel to ... it might be just as
dangerous to go to the Upland Health
Center these days,” she said.
Egypt has suffered similar attacks in
the past several years, all of them occurring at frequented tourist sites. In
2005, a strike occurred in the Khan alKhalili, killing three people, including
an American and a Frenchman.
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“An eye for eye only ends up
making the whole world blind.”
- Mohandas Gandhi

Iran starts nuclear power plant test run
Iran- Russian and Iranian ofﬁcials have started a test run
of Iran’s ﬁrst nuclear power plant. The development of
Iran’s nuclear program has Western nations concerned,
but Iran contends that intentions are peaceful.
Bangladesh mutiny subsides
Bangladesh- A mutiny by border guards that started
Wednesday has come to an end. Nearly 50 people are
feared dead after the paramilitary troops began taking
hostages over grievances over pay conditions.
Back-up called for ﬁreﬁghters
Australia- More crews have been called in to battle brushﬁres in Victoria. High temperatures and wind is expected
today, which could reignite some ﬁres.
Fatah and Hamas renew unity talks
Egypt- Delegates of the Palestinain liberation groups
Hamas and Fatah met in Cairo in an effort to create a
uniﬁed government. A uniﬁed government is seen as essential for an Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement.
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THE FACTS
Terms:
Emerging: “the wider, informal, global,
ecclesial (church-centered) focus of the
movement”
Emergent: an official organization
branched out of the Emergent Village
Praxis: how faith is applied or lived out
in one’s life
Orthopraxy: “right living ... how a person lives is more important than what he
or she believes.”
Postmodern: a school of thought at the
foundation of the emerging movement
Conversation: synonym for movement

Graduate Programs
Master of Business Administration
Master of Environmental Science
Master of Arts in Higher Education
Master of Arts in Religious Studies

Resources:

Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor

I

’m a traditional guy. Give me
a King James, a hymnal, and a
snake for passin’, and I’m ready
for church.
When everyone started swooning like Hanson was coming to
town, I was perplexed to learn it was controversial emergent church leader, Brian
McLaren.
I looked him up on Wikipedia, an Internet

Blake Bachman & Rachel Sawyer
Life and Times Editors

W

e hear it a lot. People use
it like the buzz word it is.
Especially at Taylor, you
can sound 10 times cooler if you used this phrase
correctly: the emerging church.
Here’s the problem: Most people don’t
know exactly what the emerging church is.
We were in this boat until we started researching for this article. So we’re here to
enlighten you, as we have been. Here’s some
nuts and bolts of the emerging church.
What is it?
The first thing to get straight is the difference between emerging and emergent. Most
will consider emergent a movement specific
to a global organization through the Internet called the Emergent Village, whereas
emerging refers to a larger, global, churchfocused movement, impacting people and
churches everywhere.
Authors Eddie Gibbs and Ryan Bolger
define it with the following parts: “Emerging churches (1) identify with the life of Jesus, (2) transform the secular realm, and
(3) live highly communal lives. Because of
these three activities, they (4) welcome the
stranger, (5) serve with generosity, (6) participate as producers, (7) create as created
beings, (8) lead as a body, and (9) take part
in spiritual activities.”
A Christianity Today article from February 2007 lays out five themes, or streams,
as they call it, that lead to the lake of the
emerging church movement. The first is
prophetic. This references that people in
this movement boldly claim the Church
needs a change, and a drastic one at that.
They seek to revamp the way culture does
and sees church into what Scripture sees as
more accurate.
The second stream is postmodern. A term
all too familiar, this focuses on “the collapse
of inherited metanarratives (overarching
explanations of life).” Without this school

Web site of authoritative truth, and learned
some pretty neat things.
For starters, he was mentioned in Time
Magazine once.
For twosies, he was born in 1956 and has
not yet died.
Thirdly, he supports President Barack
Obama, unlike fellow controversial church
leader Pat Robertson, who believes the president is a terrorist and that gay people killed
the dinosaurs.
What I found most interesting, though,
were his beliefs. There were tons of big words

of thought, the movement might have never
existed.
Being praxis-oriented carries us along the
third stream. This puts the primary focus on
how one’s life is lived out. The past attention
on what you believe is weakened by the primo importance of how you live day to day.
Number four is post-evangelical. This
stream is harbored from a suspicion of systematic theology. Emergers want to focus
on God’s narrative stories and not some stiff
blackboard theology. Also, they don’t focus
so much on who’s in or out of the Kingdom
of God, but more on how you live your life.
The last one has become somewhat of a
touchy subject of late: political. Most assume
if you belong to an emerging church, you’re
a democrat. People tell Tony Jones, the U.S.
director of the emerging church movement,
that his followers are “latte-drinking, backpack-lugging, Birkenstock-wearing group of
21st-century, left-wing, hippie wannabes.”
One of their main goals is reform. They
want to create a new doctrine and a new
way to do church. These ideas are spurred
from the overarching umbrella of postmodern thought. People who follow this movement can attend/create a house church or a
corporate Christian church, or anywhere in
between.
For some who feel uncomfortable with the
word movement, this wave has also been
called the emerging conversation. This way
it puts more importance on the dialogue
between believers than on one way evangelism.
Why it matters
So now that you can successfully define the
term “emerging church” (we hope!), naturally, we should ask the “so what?” question.
Does the emerging church discussion matter to us, and if so, how?
In this quest to define our terms and sort
out relevance, we sought out the advice of
some people much smarter than us.
We began by asking Dr. Bob Lay why this
topic matters. Dr. Lay, professor of Christian
educational ministries, said the emergent
church challenges some conventional (some

like hermeneutic which, until recently, I
thought was a kind of mattress. There was
also something in there about how Muslims
converted to Christianity shouldn’t leave the
Islamic church? And hell isn’t real?
We never learned things like that at Appalachian Rattlesnake Baptist.
So instead of using my valuable TV-watching eyes to read some lame book, we decided
(we being “The Echo”) to make a spread simplifying all this stuff for folks like me who
are too dumb to … er … What was I saying?

would say biblical) assumptions about the
Church and its mission. And “to the extent
that the movement begins to shape local
churches, it is relevant to everyone who
loves the church,” he said.
Dr. Jim Spiegel, professor of philosophy,
agrees that the emergent church movement
is relevant to all Christians because these
emergent ideas are impacting so much of
contemporary Christianity. Also, “the prevailing worldview to which emergentists
are responding — postmodernism — is influencing all of us, whether we realize it or
not.” Dr. Spiegel advises an understanding
and discussion of this movement, “especially for Christians heading into ministry and
leadership in Christian organizations.”
Local Sheparding Pastor Chris DeMarse
from Exit 59 also sees extreme importance
in discussing this movement. “It is the current force driving a lot of changes in church
structure nationally,” he said. Chris also
advises that “we measure everything we believe against what God has already said and
has been confirming through his church for
thousands of years. We need to be willing to
let go of things that look promising but lead
us down dangerous paths theologically.”
Associate Dean and Director of Student
Programs Steve Austin suggested that we
not be too quick to judge our brothers and
sisters in Christ – be they emergent, nonemergent, or just mere Christians – when it
comes to differences. “I think Nate Hullfish
gave us a great example in chapel last Friday
in discussing how diverse the disciples were.
It doesn’t sound too far-fetched to think it
takes a variety of believers to minister and
share the gospel with a variety of people.”
So, regardless of what kind of Christian or
type of church you consider yourself to play
a role in, it seems best that we make sure
to define our terms, look to the Bible as the
ultimate authority, and be OK with believing different things than your wingmate or
teacher. I challenge you to put some thought
into this issue today, because as you’ve probably gathered, this is relevant to us. What do
you believe about the church?

Spiegel:
Brian McLaren’s “A New Kind of
Christian” is a good place to start to get
a sense of the philosophical rationale
behind the movement. And a good, accessible critical response is “Why We’re
Not Emergent” by DeYoung and Kluck.
I would also recommend Phyllis Tickle’s
“The Great Emergence” and D.A. Carson’s “Becoming Conversant with the
Emerging Church.”
Austin:
“Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism?:
Taking Derrida, Lyotard, and Foucault
to Church (The Church and Postmodern
Culture)” by James K. A. Smith
“Church in Emerging Culture: Five
Perspectives” edited by Leonard Sweet
In both of these books there is plenty
to consider as well as plenty to push back
against. There are plenty of books available, but these are just two I happen to
value in my own reading.
DeMarse:
There are few books by authors like
Brian McLaren and Rob Bell as well as
authors like Donald Miller who cover the
full spectrum of emergent ideals.
I would recommend careful readings
of Rob Bell (“Velvet Elvis,” “Sex God,”
“The Gods Aren’t Angry” video) and Brian McLaren (“Generous Orthodoxy,” “A
New Kind of Christian”).
Lay:
Reading books by this movement’s
“apologists” — authors such as Chris
Seay, Karen Ward, Brian McLaren, etc.
— will acquaint you with their positions,
but you should also read things that will
help you to assess the validity of what
they are saying.
Second, I recommend gaining some
perspective from those who have loved
and served the church with their lives,
while thinking deeply and writing about
it: Dietrich Bonhoeffer comes immediately to mind, but I recommend you
also take a look at the life and writings of
Lesslie Newbigin. His “South India Diary” is a treasure, and in 2006 Eerdmans
published a reader: “Lesslie Newbigin:
Missionary Theologian” edited by Paul
Weston.
Third, the more recent conversation
is ongoing at many blog sites. For myself, I read the very helpful blog of former Taylor student Andy Rowell who is
now a doctoral student at Duke Divinity
School: http://www.andyrowell.net/

ﬂickr/frankservayge

DON'T RAIN [BOOTS] ON MY PARADE
Adrienne Chaudoin
Staff Writer
Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow on February 2,
but that still leaves us only three weeks to plan our
spring wardrobe.
When larger college campuses wear leggings and
Uggs, we wear dorm sweat pants tucked into boots.
For costume parties, the trend is lingerie with one’s
favorite animal ears, but here you’re the coolest for a
spittin’ image costume of your favorite faculty member. It’s safe to say that we follow our own fashion
trends here at Taylor University, but when something passes the trendy test, it passes with flying colors.
Speaking of colors, the first time it rained instead
of snowed this year, I thought Easter had come early.
I haven’t seen so much pastel polka-dots and stripes
since last year’s egg hunt. Girls think they’re cute
and handy in rainy situations, but like most fashion
trends, the guys just don’t get it. In a contest with
friends, junior Doug Walker counted 64 pairs in one
day.
“I’d have more respect for girls who duct taped
trash bags around her feet rather than wearing neon
boots visible from space,” comments sophomore
Brian Hansen. “My advice to the ladies: Save the
ugly rubber boots for environmental science labs.”
Since hoods were so last year, umbrellas are a
definite must to go with those rain boots. You would
think one would need a solid, neutral color to match,

but no. Spring 2009 is bringing bold colors and
clashing patterns with it. The only umbrella advice
is from Monet who called and said he wanted “Water
Lilies” back.
We’ve brought back leggings and skirts, bell bottoms and skinny jeans. What’s next? Stirrup pants.
It’s true; I’ve already seen some on campus. Minus
the feeling that there is a long flat rock in your shoe,
they’re totally convenient. Really, whose pants don’t
ride up their legs? And they’re great for days when
you’re wearing really embarrassing socks and need
complete security that they won’t be seen.
Guys, your pants have been the same since men
started wearing them. The only exceptions are to the
two extremes: Jnco jeans and, in the words of Josh
Kennedy, your sister’s pants. I don’t know if Jnco
jeans were ever in fashion, so that leaves you with
normal pants or tight ones. It’s up to you to decide.
What happens when you just can’t find a shirt to
match those pants? No fear, Vogue has the answer
for you: Jumpers are back on the “fashion radar.”
It’s time to call up your moms and grandmas to ask
if they’ll pull out that pattern they put away once you
reached middle school.
But what’s Vogue when you have campus’ most
popular event around the corner? While America
has celebrities setting spring’s fashion trends during
the Oscars, we have Nostalgia Night to do the trick. I
guess we’ll have to wait to see if solid gold shirts and
leather pants are truly back in style.

KINGS OF UNICYCLES (and pogos)
Brent Clouse
Contributor
Old man winter banishes the
green grass, sunny skies and sandals, but a less recognized absence
is our campus’s unicyclists.
Bicycles may be the most workefficient machine designed by
man, but some people have abandoned its undeniable practicality
for the novelty of a circus prop.
Meet the King Brothers. Brad
and Jared King are two of the estimated seven students at Taylor
(according to them) who use unicycles as a mode of transportation. According to Brad, a junior
chemistry major, it has been several months since he has ridden
or seen any one-wheeled vehicles

darting across campus.
“I picked up the unicycle freshman year of high school,” Brad
explained. “Jared started before
me during junior high with a really
cheap one he bought from a garage
sale.”
“It was one of those weird things I
always wanted to buy and try out,”
said Jared, a freshman engineering physics major. “It’s a fun and
unique hobby to try and master.”
“For me, it’s more about the
challenge of learning tricks over
transportation,” Brad said. “I still
prefer to ride my bicycle if I need
to go somewhere.”
When asked how to ride a unicycle, the Kings gave a simple, yet
seemingly complex answer.
“I don’t really know how to de-

Key Names:
Tony Jones: A leader in the emerging
movement in the U.S. Also an authority
on postmodern theology.
Brian McLaren: writes books, speaks at
colleges, all around knowledgeable guy.
Rob Bell and Donald Miller: Authors
and speakers who have been associated
with the movement and their books have
been guidelines and stepping stones for
people beginning to understand and
move into being emerging.
Dan Kimball: He’s the vintage guy.
Keyed the phrases: “vintage faith” and
“vintage christianity.”
Erwin McManus: The postmodern and
creative guy. Could also be a Renaissance man, as he calls himself an “author, speaker, activist, filmmaker, and
innovator.”
Scot McKnight: Big time blogger in
the movement. blog.beliefnet.com/jesuscreed/
D.A. Carson: One of the more prominent opposers of the movement, saying
it’s more of a protest to the way of church
than doing anything constructive.

scribe it,” Jared said. “It’s so natural that it’s something you don’t
think about when you’re riding.”
Brad clarified in a quick tutorial.
“It takes awhile to get used to the
feel of riding, but once you learn
how to balance above the wheel,
you learn pretty quickly. Steering is simply leaning to the left or
right.”
However, some students prefer
the sidewalks to be one-wheeler
free. One student in particular expressed his frustration.
“I’ve considered taking up archery,” explained resident nonunicyclist Matt Levon. “Simply to
shoot rolled up newspapers into
those clowns’ spokes.”
Waiting for warmer, more unicycle-friendly weather, Jared has
recently taken up the pogo stick.
“Having a pogo stick is just another fun thing to say you own,”
he said. “I don’t use it to get across
campus – I could, but I don’t want
to run into somebody.”
“It’s not the fastest mode of
transportation,” added Brad. “But
he can get close to four feet off the
ground.”
Being humble, Jared said his
max pogo stick height is closer
to three feet rather than four, but
after a quick brotherly dispute,
the Kings settled on three-and-ahalf-feet instead.

Other names: N.T. Wright, Dallas Willard, John Howard Yoder, Eddie Gibbs,
Shane Claiborne.

Katy Andres

Jared and Brad King pose with some of the tools of their trade.
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ON SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 28

OR

TANNING ON
THURS., FRI.,
SUN., & MON.

5 Day Special February 26-March 2
First Time Ever: 20% off all Packages,
Lotions & Memberships
FREE & $1 Tanning on Levels 1, 2, & 3 Beds
50% off All Upgrades and Spray Tan
Gift Certificates Available
MARION
765-662-8991
812 S. Baldwin Ave.
On the Bypass, Next to Curves
GAS CITY
765-674-3434
124 E. Main Street
Next to Verizon
*Some restrictions may apply.
See store for details.
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ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE
This week in

Internet Video:

Rx from Dr. Horrible

POP
CULTURE

By Randy Kizer
Co-Editor-in-Chief

What happens when you tell
some of the most creative writers in America to sit around
for six months? Obviously,
they don’t listen. That’s exactly
what happened last winter
when the Writer’s Guild of
America went on strike and
writer/director Joss Whedon
got a song stuck in his head.
That song marked the inception of “Dr. Horrible’s SingAlong Blog,” the runaway
Internet hit which debuted
July 15, 2009.
As the title suggests, the
video is a zany musical following a supervillian’s quest for
infamy. Zany has been done
before. For that matter so have
superheroes, musicals and
Internet viral videos featuring superheroes, music, and
gobs of zaniness. Where Dr.
Horrible breaks new ground is
that the full creative force that
would normally power a hit
TV show was funneled directly
to viewers via the Internet. No
corporate directives, no marketing research, no advertisements.
From the beginning, the
entire business model of Dr.
Horrible was unconventional.
Whedon ran the operation
mostly on asking favors from
friends and family, starting
with his brothers Jed and Zack
along with Jed’s fiancee Maurissa Tancharoen.
“This wasn’t ever really
about money, it was about doing something with complete
creative freedom,” said Zack in
an interview with the Toronto
Star. Joss echoed that feeling
while talking with Knowledge@Wharton. “We said we
were going to roll it out for
free and then put it on iTunes.
We just steamrolled past everybody’s idea of how you market
and of how long it takes to do
these things.”
The creative ambition started
to gather steam as more Whedon affiliates got on board,
most notably actors Neil Patrick Harris (“How I Met Your
Mother”), Felicia Day (“The
Guild”), and Nathan Fillion
(“Firefly”).
Harris stars as titular char-

acter Dr. Horrible, a wannabe
evil mastermind trying to enhance his resume and gain acceptance into the “Evil League
of Evil.” His plans are thwarted both by his nemesis Captain
Hammer (Fillion) and his own
attempts to show his “good
side” to love interest Penny
(Day). For both the cast and
crew the whole process was
a labor of love.”It became us
goofing around and just having a great time making a piece

of art that we all enjoyed,” said
Whedon. Actor Nathan Fillion
also relished playing the role
of the comically self-absorbed
superhero, Captain Hammer.
“It’s always a great thing when
a director looks at you and
says, `Even cheesier,’“ said Fillion in an interview with the
Toronto Star.
Ultimately, what made “Horrible” a success was the direct
fan interaction. Jed Whedon
described an instance when a

fan leaked the trailer online.
“Joss has a lot of crazed fans ...
Virally, it spread like wildfire.” Instead of being a headache for the corporate bosses,
the grassroots publicity was
the formula for success for the
Whedon team.
In a world where the music
industry is fighting tooth and
nail to keep artistic content
locked in a box, the open artistic spirit of Dr. Horrible shines
as a pleasant contrast. Several
places in the DVD both the
cast and crew express appreciation to the YouTube covers of
songs, fan costumes, and Evil
League of Evil spin-off characters living online.
So what’s the verdict? The
first day it was released the
host site crashed due to the
sheer number of people trying
to watch. After upgrading the
servers the site was getting
1,000 hits per second during
it’s opening three-week run.
When it became available for
download on iTunes in September it instantly hit the top
of the chart where it remained
for most of the month. In
December it came out on DVD
and again hit the top of the
charts this time at Amazon.
com, where it outsold both
“WALL-E” and “The Dark
Knight” during the last-minute
Christmas rush. All in all, the
little Web-series that could,
made back twice the amount
of money it cost to produce.
Could this be the dawn of a
new age in media? Joss and the
rest of the Horrible team hope
so. “This could just stand out
as Camelot and disappear. Or
it can be a model that is built
on,” said Whedon.
If you’ve already seen Dr.
Horrible the DVD is absolutly packed with new content
including:
* “Commentary! The
Musical” with 42 minutes of
original music
* 3 making-of featurettes
* Cast and crew comentary
* Fan video submissions to
the “Evil League of Evil”

Jerry Seinﬁeld announced a new comic reality TV series entitled “The
Marriage Ref.”
Singer/actress Jewel may
not appear on this year’s
season of “Dancing With
The Stars” due to tendonitis
in both knees.
Demaris Meyer, who recently got in a car accident
with actor Morgan Freeman,
ﬁled a lawsuit on Wednesday for medical expenses,
permanent disabilities and
pain and suffering.
Prop comic Carrot Top
turned 44 on Wednesday.
Sylvester Stallone’s
latest mercenary movie,
“The Expendables” will star
California Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger as himself.
Leonardo DiCaprio’s ﬁlm
production company announced their consideration
of remaking “The NeverEnding Story.”
Miley Cyrus issues a
heartfelt apology for the racially offensive photograph
she took with her friends.
In the picture, Miley is seen
using her ﬁngers to make
her eyes slant, which is considered degrading to Asian
people.
The band members from
Limp Bizkit announced they
are reuniting after an eightyear hiatus.

MUSIC

ART

MUSIC

MySpace Band of the Week
The Colourful

Sarah Neel
Senior Show

Red
Innocence & Instinct

Born in Rapid City, S.D., The Colourful have
quickly began to spread their pop/jazz music
around the nation. Their outgoing style was
created to inspire their new-found fans to
dance, while giving them recently discovered
advice on the intricacies of human relationships: some failed, some successful. The
Colourful’s ﬁrst release, “The Plexiglass Piano
EP” integrates their diverse personalities,
including that of their European bassist (hence
the unique spelling), into an engaging and
entertaining collection of songs that are sure
to catch the ear of their motley fan base. While
perusing iTunes, you won’t be disappointed
when you check out “The Plexiglass Piano EP”
by The Colourful. For more on this band, visit
myspace.com/thecolourfulmusic or their ofﬁcial
Web site www.thecolourfulmusic.com.

Every couple weeks, art students present their senior
shows to campus. Tomorrow’s opening is the concept
of Sarah Neel. Her show, entitled “Sojourn,” is a
collection of 15 collages in hand-made frames. The
pieces are simple, Neel explained, and are crafted out
of old envelopes and maps, as well as old wedding
invitations and paper from her grandparents’ wedding.
The title Sojourn, she says, relates to what’s going on
in life - it’s a call to examine our lives and reevaluate
why our journeys matter. “It’s not what I can make
beautiful out of this stuff,” Neel said. “It’s like ‘Hey.
Look at how this beautiful this already is.’ It’s about
ﬁnding beauty in the world around us.” The opening
for her show is in Metcalf tonight, and you can see her
work in the main atrium in Metcalf’s Tyndale Galleria.

Listen to enough alternative rock and it all kinda
starts to sound the same. Listen to enough alternative Christian rock and it usually makes you bitter
and strangely attracted to Matt Thiessen. Both these
molds are broken by the band Red, the Tennesseebased and Grammy-nominated Christian rock group.
In 2006, Red’s debut album “End of Silence” received
critical attention and garnered secular radio airplay
with the songs “Let Go” and “Already Over.” The boys
from Nashville have reclaimed a place in the modern
rock conversation with their sophomore CD, “Innocence & Instinct.” This 10-song set has an energetic
feel and an original lyrical style, but “Innocence” lacks
the passion that made “End of Silence” a hit.

Brent Fannin

Josh Kennedy

Andrew Neel
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The next leader
By Randy Kizer &
Andrew Neel
Our goal is to promote discussion
and awareness amongst the student
body as well as give feedback to the
candidates as they head into the final
debate. On a campus this size it is no
surprise that we have friends on both
campaigns. Our aim in the research
process was to be as fair and objective
as possible.
On the heels of last week’s editorial,
we as editors were excited to see that
both candidates provided dialog and
made their platforms accessible to students. Mike Henry hit on that idea early
by launching his Web site and Jordan
Bolte’s town-hall meeting proposal
has become a pillar of his campaign. It
might be an oversimplification to say
that both candidates are approaching
many of the same issues from different
angles, but we have a limited amount
of space and are going to focus primarily at where the campaigns overlap and
try to find the subtle differences.
As we talked with each candidate,
their individual backgrounds and experiences at Taylor clearly colored
their approaches to the position of
Student Body President. Bolte got his
start in residence life and his campaign reflects the P.A. balancing act
of responding to the pulse of students
while also being an initiator of events
and ideas. Henry comes from a student
senate background which lends itself to
a representative government model as
highlighted in his slogan “You should
know, we should know.”
History has taught us that lasting
change requires initial broad student
support followed by passionate individuals being allowed to take ownership of the idea. Henry’s website is a
tangible change that can be passed on
to future SBPs. Whether or not it gains
the broad use by students necessary
for it to become a fixture of TSO will
depend on his communication. The
website does seem to be off to a good
start as it has brought in 244 unique
visitors as of Thursday morning.
Bolte’s emphasis on broadening perspectives is unique in that it requires
heightened awareness of beliefs beyond the bubble. However, his shot
at long-term change revolves around
his reference to streamlining the “500
organizations” on campus. The idea
of getting all these groups running in
a lane instead of a field is the most
ambitious part of his campaign. It will
require a lot of persuasion, effort and

OPINIONS

networking ability but those are characteristics he has in abundance.
Making ideas into reality is never
easy and requires a lot of tact, drive
and ability to listen and adapt. Bolte
has been proactive in this area by
meeting with several members of the
administration who have reacted positively to his platform.
Henry’s first semester experience in
senate hasn’t yet afforded him many
opportunities to work in teams. Although he is an active and engaged
member of the senate, a lot of his assigned initiatives have been, by nature,
solo projects. This gives him experience in knowing how to get the process of change started but his résumé
seems thinner in the interpersonal
side of leadership.
In conclusion, many of Henry’s ideas
seem to be continuations and expansions of plans that have at one time
or another gone through student senate. We feel that with proper student
awareness and support those problems
could be solved in the senate. For Henry, we would like to see some proactive
plans he can bring to the student body
beyond waiting for a complaint or concern to pop up on the website which he
can try to fix.
Bolte brings a powerful and original
vision that, while more abstract, allows
students a chance to contribute to and
rally behind it. For him, it will be important to show that he can adapt his
own concept of “perspectives” to include the perspectives of a variety of
students. While talking with administrators is a good first step, he will also
have to keep doing his homework in
order to be up to speed with the inner
workings of TSO.
While Henry is keen to material concerns of students, his platform lacks
the depth and diversity of Bolte’s. Although Henry is running as a sophomore because he plans to study abroad
his senior year, it seems his platform
could still use some maturation, and a
junior-year run might have been a better choice for him.
We look forward to Monday night’s
debate to see how both candidates will
assert their appropriateness for the
position of student body president.
At this point in our knowledge of the
campaign, though, we align ourselves
with Jordan Bolte, whose multi-faceted engagement in student leadership
and pre-existing respect with both faculty and administration merits him as
an ideal choice for the highest position
in Taylor’s student government.

Faith and plurality
By Nick Davis
Columnist
The idea of a National Prayer Breakfast (NPB) which unites people of faith
together is noble. Putting particular
religious affiliation aside in an attempt
to promote universal brotherhood is
one of the most necessary, albeit loftiest, goals which faces the international
community, much less the United
States.
It is a task which asks the doctrinally
devout to set aside over 2,000 years
of physical and theological grievances
to mend vast rifts, and, as President
Barack Obama said, asks us to “crowd
out the destructive forces of zealotry
and make room for the healing power
of understanding.”
This promotion of interfaith tolerance is a worthy aspiration, but one
in which Christians should be wary
— in such an equal opportunity environment, there is a distinct danger of
religious pluralism dressed in the trappings of the “power of understanding.”
To avoid this, Christians must navigate two traps when bridging the interfaith gap: 1) They must avoid linking
superficial religious commonalities
together for the purposes of interfaith
compatibility, and 2) they must avoid
presenting Jesus as simply a great,
moralistic teacher to increase the relevance of his teachings.
This quote from President Barack
Obama at the NPB is case in point for
trap number one: “In this way, the particular faith that motivates each of us
can promote a greater good for all of
us.”
Superficially, the world’s main religions may share certain parallels in
teachings (something akin to natural
law, whereby certain moral fundamentals are transcendentally immutable
across all religions and cultures) which
lend to sweeping comparisons of their

compatibility. Most faiths’ primary tenets, however, divulge sharp contrasts
of foundational doctrine which render
them completely and practically incompatible.
The second trap Christians must
avoid in interfaith exchange is the tendency to find common ground in Jesus Christ solely on the basis of good
moral teaching. Martin Luther warned
against this perversion, explaining that
good morality was the default mechanism of a heart bent on pursuing righteousness apart from God.
It is absolutely crucial that Jesus
never be presented in terms of simple
morality because this downplays his
central relevance in establishing an
eternal way of life, one in which morality could never produce.
The NPB is a fantastic institution
with a long history of positive interfaith exchange. I simply ask that as
Christians, we live cognizant of these
two warnings to recognize the danger
in this statement from a Taylor attendee of the NPB, “… from the head
of the Wesleyan denomination, to the
Buddhist monk; from Americans to internationals; all were united under the
common pursuit of following Jesus.”
Perhaps many came to the NPB to
follow Jesus, but it would be naïve to
assume that the popular presentation
of Jesus, especially in a sharply political setting, is that of the man who sits
at the Father’s right hand.
Living openly by faith, while impartially navigating a secular, political
world, is an extremely difficult task.
As Christians who participate in such
an arena, we must act boldly, but not
brazenly; we must avoid a weak Gospel while acting compassionately and
generously to those who do not share
our beliefs. If we avoid these two traps
while letting our actions speak louder
than our words, we will surely act as
the proper, necessary bridge between
the Father and a world at need.
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Get a mouthful of this
livings off of participating in eating
contests.
We’ve taken sloth and justified it, deforming its meaning like the face of the
Goonies character of the same name.
There are guys who make livings off of
playing video games!*

By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
Here’s a factoid that’ll make you spit
your non-D.C. juice all over that American Apparel tee: According to a Boston University study, Americans spend
$42 billion a year on weight loss, way
more than the $24 billion it would cost
per year to ELIMINATE world undernutrition and malnutrition.
Now stop reading, take a seat somewhere quiet, and reflect for several
hours.
Is that not the most disturbing thing
you’ve ever read? Do I even need to
write anything else? I should be hearing the chocolaty thud of dropped
Snickers bars, the moans and thumps
of treadmills. All trips to B-Dubs
should be effectively canceled. Game
over. We fail as a people.
This is a nation whose heart beats
in time with snack food jingles. Our
national B.M.I. must be getting somewhere near our life expectancy.
We’ve taken gluttony and made it
into sport. There are guys who make

“Our ultimate goal

supposedly revolves
around the idea that
we cannot be complete without another
person.”
Epidemic doesn’t cut it anymore—
this is dearth of conscience, ridicule of
poverty. This is widespread barbarism,
and just cause for the rest of the world
to despise us.
And if it doesn’t read in print, I yelled
those last few sentences. I should probably cool down and be constructive.
How ‘bout a joke to lighten things up?
Why was the new stimulus package
passed? Because a pork barrel sounded delicious.
This isn’t an article meant to single
people out. This is our collective hole.
It’s stopped making sense that while
big angry fingers are pointed at all
kinds of vices and intolerances, a boy

can eat himself catatonic and his mom
just signs him up for football.
Eating is so glamorized that we
nudge these dire health risks under the
rug and pretend it’s our birthright to
gobble ’til we wobble, like it’s a divine
license.
Point in case, the familiar worship
tune with the lyrics, “It’s a big, big
house with lots and lots of room. A big,
big table with lots and lots of FOOD,”
and of course the large yard prime for
two-hand touch and doing burnouts in
the General Lee.
Us indulging the idea that Heaven is
a 24-hour Old Country Buffet is no less
perplexing than the Islamic conception of the Brothel in the Sky.
We hear it so much that we’re to be
responsible stewards and that the body
is a temple, but it never seems to click.
We’re either chewing too loud to hear
or far too exhausted by the message.
But being a Christian in America
grants us no additional privileges.
Challenging your buddy to see who can
eat the most _________ is not holy.
Heck, it shouldn’t even be a matter
of faith. It should be about wanting to
live in a body that does what a body’s
supposed to do.
It should be about respect and grace,
and thankfulness for what we have.
*!!!!!!

The fullness of sacrifice
By Jessica Martini
Columnist
My friend grew up in a liturgical
church where, once a year, a minister
smeared ashes on her forehead and
told her, “You are dust, and to dust you
will return.” That day, Ash Wednesday,
ushered in a solemn season to punctuate her calendar – forty days of fasting
and thinking about her sins in a somber atmosphere.
Easter comes at the end of this season, and people once again go back to
eating buffalo wings or watching CSI,
or doing whatever it is they promised
God they would not do for the Lenten
holy days.
I never wore the mournful ashes on
my forehead in my growing up years.
Observing Lent was mildly mentioned
as an option for the interested. A regular fast or deprivation was not popular
practice.
However, come Easter, that same
friend and I will be ending a fast that
began not this past Wednesday, but
sometime last April, one year ago. We
will have abstained from buying new
clothing for a year.
Last April, I was wrestling in thought
about the suffering in the world. I

was compelled to quit layering my
shelves with clothing, indulging a false
“need.”
I was disgusted with the disparity in
material wealth and being one of the
small percentage in the world who
lives with a dozen times more clothing in their wardrobe than the rest.
I didn’t want to keep thinking that
I needed more, as if I didn’t already
have enough, as if I should be thinking
of myself so much.
Perhaps this challenge I placed upon
myself doesn’t do much to relieve the
disparity (it really doesn’t), but it was
more of a statement, a rebellion of
sorts against a faulty mindset. I wanted to stand against the societal expectation for me to be another hoggish
consumer, to think that I need what
is ridiculously (to some, insultingly)
excess.
Admittedly, this challenge has not
remedied my self-indulgence. While
I won’t buy new clothes, I find other
ways to indulge beyond what I need,
so I’m seeking no praise.
A challenge to not buy new clothes
or to pare down our lives in another
way does a lot to change our perspectives and unveil our motives. And Ash
Wednesday comes for some people
who acknowledge it as another call to
do that, to pare down, to die just a little
bit.
But why?
Why fast, why not be as full of life as
possible? We are called out of darkness into light, into life, and yet we’re
still called to die. It is a classic, severe

paradox. Why does my friend have to
hear the man say that she is dust?
We were discussing this one evening
last week, and we remembered that
fasting and simplifying are routes to
desperation for God. Without an immediate sense of neediness that often
comes through these physical ways, we
can easily forget our real, true state:
desperation. A sense of desperation
and neediness for God can lead into
greater dependence and passion for
him.
I would like to think that Paul was
figuratively yelling at the Corinthian
believers when he said “But you are
already full!” We are so full, we are so
noisy, we are so pampered – we leave
little room for craving God. If we get
emptier, if we have less of what we
thought we needed, clothes or music or constant satisfaction, we might
be more open and ready to commune
with God.
Dying and fasting are un-American.
But our faith is paradoxical: we die a
little, we live a little more. So we invite
a season of less, of moving into a Thoreauian woods of simplicity.
Resurrection Sunday will come as
a day to praise God for Life, and perhaps, too, with a prerogative for me to
selfishly buy a new wardrobe. I could
easily forget the appalling disparity
that moved me, the challenge my selfish attitudes, and my neediness. But
maybe I have about 40 days left to
learn something.

Send letters to the editor at steve_etheridge@tayloru.edu by 3 p.m. Wednesday. They should be no
longer than 400 words. Due to volume, we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive.
Please keep your opinions as concise as possible. The Echo reserves the right to edit for length and content.
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Lady Trojans command ﬂoor in 1st round
‘Convincing’ win
over Saint Francis
sends Trojans
to semi-ﬁnals
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor
What a night!
For anyone in the stands of
Odle Gymnasium Tuesday night,
there was no question who would
take away the win.
Positive energy emanated from
the Trojan half of the court during warm-ups. All shots slid in
with ease. Even lay-ins thrown
up in fun fell in as if by magnetic force. And it may have just
been the lighting on their end of
the gym, but each Taylor player
seemed to literally glow with
conﬁdence and enthusiasm.
Even the Trojan troupe of crosslegged coaches and crew never
looked lovelier.
All this before the ofﬁcial game
clock had even begun to count
down the minutes.
A victory would mean advancement to the Mid-Central Conference Tournament semiﬁnals.
Our Taylor women knew the
stakes, and before the Cougars
could leap, they’d made their
claim.
A couple good looks, some
sneaky dips under opponents’
swinging arms, a few wickedly
fast spin moves, and a diving
drive through three defenders
complete with a backward lay-in
and a belly-ﬂop and senior guard
Paige Rudolph had herself 21
edge-of-your-seat scores. These
points sent the senior into seventh place on the list of Taylor’s
alltime scorers with 1,512 career
points.
Fellow senior Nikki Kassebaum
provided 19 points with 3-for-4
from the 3-point line. The two

veterans led the score board for
the Trojans as they competed in
their ﬁnal game in Odle.
“They didn’t want this to be the
last game of their career, and that
showed in the way they played,”
junior Bethany Ballard said.
Saint Francis senior Jamika
Banks, who performed her 16th
double-double of the season,
broke the Cougars’ scoreless
bout with a free throw. With just
13 minutes left in the ﬁrst half,
the visiting team had yet to ﬁnd
a ﬁeld goal, and Trojans’ Ballard
and sophomore Allison Reece
were the ones to thank. The two
centers led an unforgiving defense that held the MCC’s leading
scorer, Marie Kauffman, to just
six total points. Reece contributed 12 points, six rebounds for
the Trojans, while Ballard added
13 points and commanded the
boards with eight pull-downs.
“(Ballard) was double-teamed
all night by St. Francis but has
faced this all season and was
once again able to get the job
done.” Taylor head coach Tena
Krause said.
The Trojans ended the night
with yet another near-perfect
performance at the free throw
line, shooting 84 percent. Five
of eight shooters hit 100 percent
of free shots for 26-of-31 at the
line.
Sophomore Tasha Marshall
rounded out an armed offense
with 10 points as all ﬁve starters
ended the night in double ﬁgures. Marshall’s conﬁdence under Cougar pressure also helps
to account for Taylor’s season
low of 11 total turnovers.
“Tasha did a great job of taking
care of the ball for us at the helm
of the offense,” Krause said.
Like I said: what a night!
“I am so impressed with the
heart and desire that our team

Baseball (3-3)

Bryan Tournament
(Dayton, Tenn.)
W, 8-6 vs. Bryan
L, 5-6 vs. Urbana
W, 13-3 vs. Southeastern
W, 16-10 vs. Emmanuel
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Fri at Brescia
1 p.m. Sat at Brescia
3 p.m. Tues at Butler

Basketball

(Men 11-20, 3-13)
L, 44-63 at IWU* (#6)
MCC 1st Round
L, 73-53 at Bethel (#1 seed)

(Women, 20-10, 10-6)

L, 59-64 vs. IWU* (#21)
MCC 1st Round
W, 84-66 vs. St. Francis
(#6 seed)
Upcoming games:
7 p.m. Fri MCC Semiﬁnals at
Bethel (#1 seed)
TBA Mon MCC Champ.

Softball

Upcoming games:
4 p.m. Fri at IWU
(scrimmage)

Track

Timmy Huynh

Senior Nikki Kassebaum goes from downtown during Tuesday night’s win over St. Francis.
has. It’s a great feeling to work so
hard and be rewarded like this,”
Reece said.
Tonight the Trojans will have
another opportunity for reward
as they face No. 16 and top
seeded Bethel in an on-the-road
semiﬁnals match.
“The fact that we didn’t just
win but beat (St. Francis) con-

vincingly should give us the conﬁdence and momentum going
into the semiﬁnal game,” Ballard
said.
A victory would mean advancing to the MCC championship
on Monday. Come show support
for our Lady Trojans! Anyone
interested in attending the game
can nab a ride on the Taylor Fan

Caravan by meeting in the KSAC
lobby at 3:30 p.m. Game begins
at 7 p.m.
“God has been so faithful to
this team ... we’re still believing
in (Him) to continue to do ‘immeasurably more’ than all we
can ask for or imagine,” Rudolph
said.

NCCAA Indoor Champs.
Men 6th of 12
Women 8th of 12
Upcoming events:
5 p.m. Thurs
NAIA Indoor Nationals
(Johnson City, Tenn.)

*denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

ATHLETEoftheWEEK Men’s season ends on the road
JAKEBREAM

By Andrew Morgan
Contributor

Timmy Huynh

Full name: Jacob Scott Bream
Nickname(s): Sid, Breamer
Hometown: Louisville, KY
High School: Louisville Male Traditional HS
Activities in HS: Baseball, Basketball, Ultimate
Residence Hall: Fairlane
Major: Management
Dream job: Own my own recording studio and record
label
Where do you want to be in 5 years? Working in the
music industry
Dream vacation: Iceland
Favorite restaurant: Don Pablo’s
Favorite player: Lebron James
Pre-game ritual: Listen to music
Gatorade or Powerade? Gatorade
Favorite band: Sigur Rós
Proudest moment: Making it to Nationals
Dream car: ‘09 Nissan Skyline GT-R
Special talent: I can say the alphabet backwards
faster than I can say it forwards.
Pet peeve(s): Bad spelling
Favorite super-hero: Space Ghost

The men’s basketball team lost
their last regular season game
to No. 6 Indiana Wesleyan on
Saturday. Four days later the
Trojans faced top seed Bethel
in the ﬁrst round of the MidCentral Conference Tourney in
a tough loss that meant an end
to the season.
Despite an excellent performance by freshman Jake Burkholder, Taylor fell to IWU after
a grim second half.
The Wildcats jumped to a
quick start as the Trojans fell
prey to a 12-0 run. As the seconds on the clock dwindled, the
Trojans looked to be entering
the locker room with a sizable
gap in the score. That assumption faded when Burkholder
sparked a late rally with a
3-point play. He was able to put
another tough basket in down
low, but Wildcats’ guard Antonio Murrell was fouled on the
ground, rewarding IWU with
two points.
With only a few seconds left,
the Trojans regained the ball
and handed it back to Burkholder who ﬁercely slammed
it into the bucket, leaving the
score at 28-32 as the halftime
buzzer sounded.
Wildcat forward Zach Coverstone spelled Taylor’s doom,
starting off the second half with
a 3-point play as he was fouled
by Burkholder, who was soon
benched after committing two
more fouls. The Wildcat offense
continued to pursue the basket successfully and closed the
score at 63-44 Wildcats.
When asked about Burkholder’s performance on WBAT radio, Coach Patterson said, “He’s

Freshman Kyle Hanaway drives to the hoop during Saturday’s loss to IWU.
going to get a lot better,” and
“He’s a pretty good competitor,
and he doesn’t back down.”
The 6-foot-8 freshman ﬁnished the night with a career
high of 19 points and led the
team in rebounds with six.
On Wednesday, Bethel closed
the game with 73 points to Taylor’s 53 after another dismal

second half breakdown. Trailing only by six at the end of
the ﬁrst half, Taylor fell behind
quickly in the second. Multiple
turnovers and missed shots
left no response to Bethel’s offensive charge that eventually
extended a lead too great for
hopes of a comeback.
Taylor’s senior Daniel Cox

Katy Andres

ﬁnished his last game with 20
points as did seniors Alex Daniel and Jake Bream with 12 and
5, respectively. They will be
sorely missed as the Trojans
enter the post season, hoping to
rebuild and develop the younger players that will constitute
the majority of the team.

Track records slashed in race to Nationals
By Julia Berger
Contributor
Two track and ﬁeld records were
broken on Saturday as the men’s
and women’s teams competed in
the NCCAA Indoor Championships at Cedarville University in
Ohio. The men placed sixth out of
12, and the women placed eighth
out of 12.

The distance medley relay team
of sophomores Nate Kirsch, Bryan Allingham, Brian Tencher and
Isaac Bryan all competed for the
ﬁrst time together this season and
broke a school record with a time
of 10 minutes, 22.75 seconds.
“We knew that if we put our
best guys in it, we could qualify,”
Bryan said. “Everyone did their
part and set the next guy up to

run well. We are all hoping to improve each of our splits, come the
trials Thursday evening.”
Bryan placed fourth in the onemile run.
After returning from an injury, senior Ian Brown ran the
200-meter for third place.
Brown also joined the team of
Kyle Cassidy, Heath Clark and
Dave Voss for a fourth place ﬁn-

ish in the 4x200-meter relay.
Junior Michael Pabody ﬁnished
fourth in the 3,000, as did Allingham in the 400.
An improvement of over a foot
in one week allowed junior Andrea Elsman to pole vault to a
new indoor Taylor record with a
height of 10-10 3/4 inches.
“I was really surprised to break
the school’s record,” Elsman said.
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“I didn’t ﬁnd out until after the
meet that I had broken it, so that
was really exciting.” Elsman also
placed second in the triple jump
with a distance of 34-10 1/2.
Junior Alyssa Johnson anchored and led freshmen Kirstin
Hegelein,
Kayce
Swofford
and Ashley Henry in the distance medley relay for a time of
13:46.03.

“The meet was really exciting,”
Elsman said. “This was one of the
bigger meets that we have had
this indoor season.”
Elsman qualiﬁed for the NAIA
Indoor Nationals, along with
Bryan, who will compete in the
one-mile run as well as in the distance medley with his relay team.
Nationals will begin at 5 p.m.
Thursday in Johnson City, Tenn.

